
 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 
 
National Curriculum Aims 

 

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:  
♣ produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  
♣ become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques  
♣ evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  
♣ know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 
development of their art forms



Dimensions – Key Stage 1 
 

  Communication Culture Conflict Conservation 
  

  
 

 

 

Year 
1 

 
To use a range 
of materials 
creatively to 
design and 
make products 

  Happily Ever After 

NC - To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination 

To know how to make a clay thumb pot with a lid 

To know the importance of including specific 
features in a model or artefact, linked to a fairy 
tale character   

 

 

Come Fly With Me! Arctic Circle 
 

NC - To use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products 

●        To be able to explore a range of 
materials in order to add texture to 
a collage 

●        To know that Inukshuks are 3D 
stone figures 

●        To understand that Inukshuks were 
traditionally used by the Inuits as 
directional markers 

To know that Inukshuks have been 
transformed into symbols of hope and 
friendship, used by people all over the world 

Unity in the Community 

NC - To use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products 

●        To know about the influence that César 
Manrique had on the Lanzarote island 
community 

To know that César Manrique’s wind toys are 
examples of moving sculptures 

 

 

Year 
2 

 
 

   

 

 

  

 
 

  Communication Culture Conflict Conservation 
  

  
 

 

 

Year 
1 

To use 
drawing, 
painting 
and 
sculpture to 
develop 
and share 
their ideas, 
experiences 
and 
imagination 
 

 
Happily Ever After 
 

NC - To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination 

To know how to make a clay thumb pot with a lid 

To know the importance of including specific 
features in a model or artefact, linked to a fairy 
tale character   

Come Fly With Me! Arctic Circle 

NC - To use drawing, painting and sculpture 
to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and  

        imagination 

●        To be able to explore a range of 
materials in order to add texture 
to a collage 

 

 



●        To know that Inukshuks are 3D 
stone figures 

●        To understand that Inukshuks 
were traditionally used by the 
Inuits as directional markers 

To know that Inukshuks have been 
transformed into symbols of hope and 
friendship, used by people all over the world 

Year 
2 

 
 

 

Land Ahoy! 

NC - To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination 

To develop colour mixing skills through mixing 
primary colours 

To learn about various techniques used for 
creating an image / canvas using different media 

To learn about the French artist, Claude Monet, 
and some of his paintings 

 

Going Wild! 

Printing 

Skills Development 

To make a printing plate and print a repeating pattern 

NC - To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 
form and space 

To make a printing plate and print a repeating pattern 

To identify different animal prints 

To learn some simple printing techniques 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  Communication Culture Conflict Conservation 
  

  
 

 

 

Year 
1 

 

NC 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to:   
 
To develop 
a wide 
range of art 
and design 
techniques 
in using 
colour, 
pattern, 
texture, 
line, shape, 

  

 
Light up the World 

NC - To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 

         shape, form and space 

●        To know how to create light and dark 
effects by exploring the use of different 
drawing implements 

●        To learn about colour sequences and be 
able to order colours, from lightest to the 
darkest 

To understand that depending on how much pressure 
is applied, different media e.g. coloured pencils, can 
produce different tones and shades 



 
form and 
space 

 

Across Year 1&2 Art & Design skills in sketchbooks



 

Year 
2 

Inter-Nation Media Station 

Photography / Drawing / Painting 

NC - To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space 

To recognise and understand the difference 
between colour and black and white images 

To know that splashes of colour on a 
monochrome background are called ‘colour pops’ 

Across the year   

 
 

  

 
 

  Communication Culture Culture Conservation 
  

  
 

 

 

Year 
1 

NC 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to:   
 
about the 
work of a 
range of 
artists, craft 
makers and 
designers, 
describing 
the 
differences 
and 
similarities 
between 
different 
practices 

●    

Unity in the Community 

NC - To know about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the 

         differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines and making links to them
  

         own work 

●        To know about the influence that César 
Manrique had on the Lanzarote island 
community 

To know that César Manrique’s wind toys are 
examples of moving sculptures 

 

Year 
2 

Inter Nation Media Station Zero to Hero Land Ahoy 

 



and 
disciplines, 
and making 
links to 
their own 
work 

NC - To know about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work 

Pupils will find out about the photographic work 
of Theresa Elvin. 

Painting 

Concepts 

NC - To know about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work 

To know that Christy Brown was a famous artist 
who could only use his left foot to draw and paint 
with 

To develop empathy, by understanding some of 
the challenges that Christy Brown must have faced 

Painting 

Skills Development 

To develop colour mixing skills through mixing 
primary colours 

To develop colour mixing by adding white 

Concepts 

NC - To know about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work 

Pupils  will be introduced to French artist, Claude 
Monet, and they will focus on his seascapes, 
producing their own pictures using colour mixing 
techniques. 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Key Stage 2 
 

  Project 1 Project 3 Project 5 Project 8 
  

  
  

Year 
3 

 
 
 
 
 

NC 
 
Pupils should be 
taught:   
 
to create sketch 
books to record 
their observations 
and use them to 
review and revisit 
ideas. 
 
 
 
 

That’s All Folks! 
 
To experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements (Drawing) 
 
To use their sketchbook to observe, collect 
and record visual information from different 
sources (Drawing) 
 
To use different media to achieve variations 
in line, texture, tone, colour, shape and 
pattern (Drawing) 
 
To plan, refine and alter their work as 
necessary (General) 
 
 
 

 

Come Fly with me! Africa 
 

To research, plan, design and make models 
(Modelling & Sculpting) 
 
To plan, refine and alter their work as 
necessary (General) 
 

Athens Vs Sparta 
 

To research, plan, design and make models 
(Modelling & Sculpting) 
 
To design and create images and artefacts 
in responses to their personal ideas 
(General) 
 
To design and create images and artefacts for 
clearly defined purposes 
(General) 
 
To plan, refine and alter their work as necessary 
(General) 
 
 
 

Under the Canopy 
 

To use their sketchbook to observe, collect 
and record visual information from different 
sources (Drawing) 
 
To design and create images and artefacts for 
clearly defined purposes 
(General) 
 
To collect images and information 
independently in a sketchbook 
(Drawing) 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Across Year 3&4 Art & Design skills in sketchbooks  
 

 
 



 
 

 

Year 
4 

 
Lightning Speed 

To explore pattern and shape, creating 
design for printing 
(Printing) 
To observe and discuss the processes 
used to produce a simple print 
(Printing) 
To explore resist printing including marbling 
and silkscreen 
(Printing 
To select broadly the kinds of material 
to print with in order to achieve the 
desired effect (Printing) 
To design and create images and 
artefacts in responses to their personal 
ideas 
(General) 

Cry Freedom 
 
 

Law and Order 

To experiment with different grades of pencil 
and other implements (Drawing) 
To use their sketchbook to observe, collect 
and record visual information from different 
sources (Drawing) 
To use different media to achieve variations in 
line, texture, tone, colour, shape and pattern 
(Drawing) 
To draw independently for a sustained 
period of time 
(Drawing) 
To explore relationships between line and 
tone, pattern and shape, line and texture and 
make informed choices in drawing, including 
use of paper and media (Drawing) 
To use research to inspire drawings from 
memory and imagination 
(Drawing) 
To alter and refine drawings and describe 
changes, based on close observation, using 
appropriate vocabulary (Drawing) 
To make informed choices in drawing 
including use of paper and media 
(Drawing) 
To collect images and information 
independently in a sketchbook 
(Drawing) 
To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) 

Picture our planet  

   



Year 
5 

  
 

 

 
Across Year 5&6 Art & Design skills in sketchbooks 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Year 
6 

A World of Bright Ideas 
 
 
● art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a 
range of materials. 

● To know how to create a two-colour 
relief print with a stencil 

● To know why logos are important in 
branding 

● To know the features of a strong 
brand image 

 

  

Full of Bean 
 
● To know that different drawing 

implements to create light and dark 
effects 

● To investigate the colour green and 
understand links e.g. green can symbolise 
love, associated with Venus 

● To know how to create different shades 
and tones of green 

 

 

Key Stage 2 
 

  Project 1 Project 3 Project 5 Project 8 
  

  
  

Year 
3 

 
 
 
 
 

NC 
 
Pupils should be 
taught:   
 
to improve their 
mastery of art and 
design techniques, 

That’s All Folks! 
 

 
● To learn about different brushes, 

brush strokes and how to choose 
appropriate brushes for different 
tasks 
 

● To know that various methods can be 
used to create comic art 
 

● To experiment with different grades 
of pencil and other implements 
(Drawing) 
 

● To draw independently for a 

Come Fly with me! Africa 
 

● To learn how to make an animal mask 
 

● To know that Julie Taymor is famous for 
making all the ‘Lion King’ show masks / 
puppets 
 

● To make a simple papier mache 
object (Modelling & Sculpting) 
 

● To show an understanding of shape, 
space and form (Modelling & Sculpting) 

Athens Vs Sparta 
 

● To know how to make a coil pot 
 

● To design and create images and 
artefacts in responses to their 
personal ideas(General) 
 

● To identify different variations of pottery 
design from the past to modern times 
 

● To construct a simple clay base for 
extending and modelling other shapes 
(Modelling & Sculpting) 

Under the Canopy 
 

● To know how to make close observational 
drawings 
 

● To know how to use oil pastels in drawing 
 

● To know that body art, in the form 
of tattooing, was being used in the 
16th century in Mexico and Central 
America 
 

● To identify different methods of body and 
face painting 



including drawing, 
painting and 
sculpture with a 
range of materials 
[for example, 
pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

sustained period of time (Drawing) 
 

● To mix a variety of colours and know 
which primary colours make 
secondary colours (Painting) 

 

 
● To match the correct tool to the 

material (Textiles / Collage) 
 

 
● To show an understanding of shape, space 

and form (Modelling & Sculpting) 
 

 
● To use research to inspire drawings 

from memory and imagination 
(Drawing) 
 

● To show increasing independence and 
creativity with the painting process, 
demonstrating a willingness to 
experiment and take risks(Painting) 

Year 
4 

 Lightning speed 

● To know about a range of lines and 
marks that create different effects 
when printing 

● To learn a range of printing 
techniques that were used 
from both Ancient and 
Modern times e.g. ‘wood 
block’ 

 

 
Cry Freedom 
 

● To learn about the role of graffiti as an 
artform and a political tool in society 
(as well as a discouraged form of 
vandalism) 

● To learn about Banksy and how he 
uses graffiti to speak out on issues 
such as greed, poverty and slave 
labour. 

● To use different media to achieve 
variations in line, texture, tone, colour, 
shape and pattern 

● (Drawing)To use research to inspire 
drawings from memory and 
imagination (Drawing) 

● To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) 

● To plan, refine and alter their work as 
necessary (General) 

● To design and create images and 
artefacts in responses to their personal 
ideas (General) 

● To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) 

● To design and create images and 
artefacts for clearly defined purposes 
(General) 

Law and Order 
 
● To know that line can be used effectively 

as a visual element in drawing 
● To know the rule of thirds is a 

set of guidelines used to 
composing artwork for 2D 
mediums, such as 
photography, drawing and 
painting 

● To know that artists use the rule of 
thirds when creating landscapes, but 
that it can also be used for subject 
matter, still life, figures and portraits 

● To experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements (Drawing) 

● To use their sketchbook to observe, 
collect and record visual information 
from different sources (Drawing) 

● To use different media to achieve 
variations in line, texture, tone, colour, 
shape and pattern 

● (Drawing) 
● To draw independently for a 

sustained period of time 
● (Drawing) 
● To explore relationships between line 

and tone, pattern and shape, line and 
texture and make informed choices in 
drawing, including use of paper and 
media (Drawing) 

● To use research to inspire drawings 
from memory and imagination 

● (Drawing) 
● To alter and refine drawings and 

describe changes, based on close 
observation, using appropriate 
vocabulary (Drawing) 

● To make informed choices in drawing 
including use of paper and media 

● (Drawing) 
● To collect images and information 

independently in a sketchbook 
● (Drawing) 
● To find out about artists, architects and 

designers (General) 

Picture our Planet 
 
 

   



 

Year 
5 

Mission Control 
 

● To learn about primary and 
secondary colours and 
what they can be used 
for e.g. warm colours, 
cold colours, 
complementary colours 

● To learn about colour wheels, 
including tints, tones, shades and 
hues 

● To understand when you apply 
paint and materials (e.g. sand, 
sugar grit) to different types 
of paper, it will create 
different textures 

●  

Come Fly With Me America! 
 

● To learn about different types of paint and 
explore their capabilities on a range of 
surfaces 

● To know that Jackson Pollock is famous for 
abstract art 

● To understand that his paintings are not 
meant to represent specific objects / 
people 

● To identify their own feelings and emotions 
when looking at his paintings 

● To carry out preliminary studies, 
test media and materials and mix 
appropriate colours  

● To work from a variety of sources, 
including some researched 
independently 

● Choose appropriate paint, paper and 
implements to adapt and extend their 
work 

●  

You’re Not Invited  
 

● To know how to make a slab pot 
● To know that Roman mosaics were 

common forms of decoration during the 
reign of the Roman Empire 

● To learn about the significance of Roman 
mosaic art and their designs 

● To plan a sculpture through drawing and 
other preparatory work 

● To explore further use of clay e.g. slabs, 
coils, slips etc  

● To create sculpture and constructions 
with increasing independence 

Global Warning 

 
●  

Year 
6 

 I Have a Dream 
 
● To know that Pietro D’Angelo is an artist 

that creates paper clip sculptures 
● To understand the properties and 

capabilities of wire e.g. mesh, paper clips, 
garden wire 

● To plan a sculpture through drawing and 
other preparatory work 

● To compare and comment on ideas, 
methods and approaches used in their 
own and others’ work, beginning to 
relate these to intention, in order to 
adapt and improve outcomes 

● To analyse and comment on ideas and 
methods  

Wars of the World 
 

● To know about exploring fabrics by 
stitching 

● To learn about the significance of the 
poppy during World War I as a 
representation of sacrifice made by the 
soldiers 

● To learn about the 5000 poppies 
project, which involved hand-
knitted poppies that were donated 
from around the world and 
displayed at Federation Square, 
Melbourne to represent the fallen 
soldiers 

● To join fabrics in different ways, 
including stitching 

● To show awareness of the potential of 
the uses of materials 

● To use different techniques, colours 
and texture when designing and 
making pieces of work  

Full of Beans 
 
● To know that different drawing 

implements to create light and dark 
effects 

● To investigate the colour green and 
understand links e.g. green can symbolise 
love, associated with Venus 

● To know how to create different shades 
and tones of green 

● Manipulate and experiment with the 

elements of art: line, tone, pattern, 

texture, form, space, colour and shape. 

●  Demonstrate a wide variety of ways to make 

different marks with dry and wet medi 

● Develop ideas using different or mixed media, 

using a sketchbook   

Key Stage 2 
 

  Project 1 Project 3 Project 5 Project 8 
  

  
  



Year 
3 

 
 
 
 
 

NC 
 
Pupils should be 
taught:   
 
about great artists, 
architects and 
designers in history.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

That’s All Folks! 
 

● To learn about different brushes, 
brush strokes and how to choose 
appropriate brushes for different 
tasks 

● To identify that Jack Kirby is famous 
for his comic book style 

● To learn that Jack Kirby was the 
creator of Captain America and 
many more Marvel characters 

● To know that various methods can 
be used to create comic art 

Come Fly with me! Africa 
 

● To know that Julie Taymor is famous for 
making all the ‘Lion King’ show masks / 
puppets 

 

Athens Vs Sparta Under the Canopy 

Year 
4 

Lightning Speed 
 

To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) Gutenberg Printing  

Cry Freedom 
 

To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) Banksy Street Art 

Law and order 
 

To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) Van Gogh Painting  

Picture our planet 
 
● To know how to cut, layer and join 

materials 
● To learn about Romero Britto and 

discuss the key features of his work e.g. 
bright colours, abstract form, bold lines 

● To experiment with a range of 
media e.g. overlapping, layering 
etc.(Textiles / Collage) 

● To use a variety of techniques e.g. 
quilting, weaving, embroidery, 
appliqué and develop skills in stitching, 
cutting and joining 

● (Textiles / Collage) 
● To match the correct tool to the 

material (Textiles / Collage) 
● To choose collage textiles as a mean of 

extending work already achieved 
● (Textiles / Collage) 
● To use their sketchbook to observe, 

collect and record visual information 
from different sources (Drawing) 

● To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) 

● To find out about artists, architects and 
designers (General) 

● To design and create images and 
artefacts for clearly defined purposes 

● (General 
   

Year 
5 

Mission Control 
●  

Come Fly With Me 
 

● To learn about different types of paint 
and explore their capabilities on a 
range of surfaces 

● To know that Jackson Pollock is famous 
for abstract art 

● To understand that his paintings are 
not meant to represent specific objects 
/ people 

● To identify their own feelings and 
emotions when looking at his paintings 

● To create imaginative work from a 
variety of sources 

●  

You’re Not Invited 

●  

Global Warning 

●  



Year 
6 

A World of Bright 

 
 
 

I Have a Dream 
 
● To know that Pietro D’Angelo is an artist 

that creates paper clip sculptures 
● To understand the properties and 

capabilities of wire e.g. mesh, paper clips, 
garden wire 

● To plan a sculpture through drawing and 
other preparatory work 

● To compare and comment on ideas, 
methods and approaches used in their 
own and others’ work, beginning to 
relate these to intention, in order to 
adapt and improve outcomes 

● To analyse and comment on ideas and 
methods  

Wars of the World 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 


