
We aim to…
At Brackenhill Primary School, art engages, inspires and challenges pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to 

experiment and invent. It allows pupils to express their feelings and ideas, both as a means of self-expression and to 
communicate with others. At Brackenhill, art takes pupils to other worlds, cultures and times, as they explore ideas in the work 
of a variety of artists. Children will secure an understanding of the art that connects with their own culture and the significance 
of art across history. Through their learning journey, children become aware that art in fact reflects and shapes our history, and 
contributes to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. Children will explore art in nature across the curriculum to deepen 

their insight of how interconnected the world is.  Through developing and then mastering art skills, pupils produce their own, 
original creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences through sketchbooks. At Brackenhill, art creates 
opportunities to explore different materials and develop their own ideas of how to use them effectively. Our art curriculum 
provides our children with an outlet through which they can foster an enjoyment for the subject at the same time as being 

challenged to think creatively. 

How do we achieve our aims?
Planning

Art is taught regularly through thematic units, both through skills development tasks and through 
projects which then apply those skills. The Satellite View maps out which thematic units feature this 

subject and clearly shows the objectives taught. There will also be opportunities throughout the school 
year for children to engage with additional art and design activities. This may be in relation to whole 

school celebrations and historical events.  
Art Skills

In Art, the key elements are line, shape, form, tone, texture, pattern and colour, they are taught and 
explored through the mediums of collage, textiles, photography, drawing, painting, 3D form and 

sculpture, as well as mixed media.   Art is taught through a combination of subject knowledge and 
skills taking place both inside and outside the classroom. Skills will be progressive and build upon 
prior learning to ensure skills are revisited and the knowledge children have acquired is embedded. 

Art Teaching
Teaching of art will ensure that each child develops their skills and techniques in a way appropriate to 
them, through clear differentiation and support, active and purposeful experiences, and using a variety 
of art materials and teaching strategies.  A sketchbook approach will be utilised so that children feel 

safe to experiment and take risks, without the fear of doing something “wrong”.  
Diversity

Across school, children will be exposed to different art styles.  We believe learning about a range of 
artists, craftsmen and designers will motivate and inspire children in their own work and help them 

appreciate art’s role in society. 

How do we know we have achieved our aims?
Pupils will gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the key elements of art - line, shape, 

form, tone, texture, pattern and colour.  
Assessments and monitoring will show standards in Art will be high and will match standards in 
other subject areas.  A key component of this is pupil voice; school leaders use pupil voice as an 
effective tool to ascertain the pupils’ ability to express themselves through a range of different 

mediums. 
Sketch book monitoring throughout all year groups will also takes place to compliment this, 
allowing leaders to ensure our artists have the opportunity to develop their skills fully and 

showcase their talents.  
Children will have opportunity to reflect on, and evaluate their work, and to respond to their peers 
and artist’s work. They will use key art terminology and vocabulary such as colour, tone, pattern, 

texture, line, shape and form.  
By the end of their time with us, we want pupils at Brackenhill to have learned, improved and 

embedded a range of artistic skills. Children should be able to talk about art confidently, using a 
range of vocabulary, and demonstrate enjoyment when creating art. We want our pupils to 

embrace their imagination, be creative and not worrying about doing something wrong. Most 
importantly, we want children to have found and enjoyed a creative outlet – a means of self-

expression and enjoyment. 
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