
EYFS Art 
Statutory ELG Birth to 5 Matters Guidance Art Skills 

EYFS 
Cycle A 

 
Happy to Be Me 

All About Me 

Additional Unit - If You Go Down 
to the Woods… 

Halloween/ Bonfire Night/ 
Christmas 

 
Under the Sea 

Stories of Friendship 

Additional Unit - Over 
the Rainbow  

Let’s Play 
Toys and Games 

Additional Unit - Humpty 
and Friends 

 

 
No Place Like Home 
Houses and Homes 

Cycle B 
 

Tell Us a Story 
Traditional Stories 

Blast Off! 
Halloween/ Bonfire Night/ 

Christmas 
 

Come Fly With Me! 
Asia 

Additional Unit - Food, 
Glorious Food!  

Help is at Hand 
Who Helps Us 

Additional Unit - Animal 
Crackers 

Additional Unit - Ticket 
to Ride  

What on Earth…? 

Statutory ELG: 
Creating with 
Materials 
Children at the 
expected level of 
development will: 
 

- Safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, 
texture, form and 
function; 
 

- Share their 
creations, 
explaining the 
process they have 
used; 
 

Statutory ELG: Fine 
Motor Skills 
Children at the 
expected level of 
development will:  
 
- Use a range of 
small tools, 
including scissors 
and paint brushes; 
 
- Begin to show 
accuracy and care 
when drawing 
 

ELG: Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 
Children at the 
expected level of 
development will: 
 
- Make comments 
about what they 
have heard and ask 
questions to clarify 
their 
understanding; 
 

Uses tools for a purpose 
(ongoing) 

Creates representations 
of both imaginary and 
real-life ideas, events, 
people and objects 
(ongoing) 

Uses combinations of art 
forms, e.g. making and 
drawing (ongoing) 

To draw different types 
of lines using stencils to 
support if needed 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To draw/paint our own 
self-portraits & family 
portraits using colours 
with purpose 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

Enjoys and responds to 
playing with colour in a 
variety of ways, for 
example combining 
colours 
To explore how primary 
colours can be mixed to 
make secondary colours 
(ongoing) 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To learn about tools for 
painting and how 
different sized brushes 
create different strokes 
as we mark-make 
(ongoing) 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

Develops their own ideas 
through experimentation with 
diverse materials, e.g. 
watercolours, powder paint, to 
express and communicate their 

discoveries and understanding 

Chooses particular colours and 
materials for their own 
imaginative purposes (ongoing). 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of woodland 
creatures Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

Responds imaginatively to art 
works and objects, e.g. that 
sculpture is squishy like this 
[child physically demonstrates] 
(ongoing) 

To use playdough and 
enhancements to create models 
of woodland creatures 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To study various bear portraits by 
different artists, looking at 
similarities and differences 
before making our own 
Techniques/Tools/People/Art 
Vocabulary 

Enjoys and responds to playing 
with colour in a variety of ways, 
for example combining colours 
To explore how primary colours 
can be mixed to create autumnal 
colours for our Autumn inspired 
collages and pictures 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To explore the works of Charles 
Bittinger, as we learn about 
Space, recreating our own Space 
inspired art using photos and 

Continues to explore colour and how 
colours can be changed 

Develops their own ideas through 
experimentation with diverse 
materials, e.g. watercolours, powder 
paint, to express and communicate 
their discoveries and understanding. 

To use blow painting, marbling inks, 
water colours etc. to create our own 
ocean inspired pictures 

Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

Develops an understanding of using 
lines to enclose a space, and begins to 
use drawing to represent actions and 
objects based on imagination, 

observation and experience 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of marine 
creatures using photographs 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To use playdough and enhancements 
to create models of marine animals 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

Uses their increasing knowledge and 
understanding of tools and materials 
to explore their interests and 
enquiries and develop their thinking 

To use a variety of resources (tissue 
paper, card, split pins, glue, cello tape 
etc.) to create our own models of 
turtles, crabs, jellyfish etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To explore the works of Wassily 
Kandinsky, as we learn about shapes 
and their properties, recreating our 
own Kandinsky inspired art 

Continues to explore 
colour and how colours 
can be changed 

Develops their own ideas 
through experimentation 
with diverse materials, 
e.g. watercolours, 
powder paint, to express 
and communicate their 
discoveries and 

understanding. 

To explore how to create 
different shades of 
colour, mixing different 
quantities and explaining 
our thinking (ongoing) 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To create our own 
rainbow inspired images, 
mixing colours through 
techniques such as blow 
painting, tie dye, 
symmetry painting etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To explore how colours 
can be mixed to create 
Spring colours for our 
Spring inspired pictures, 
e.g. blossom trees, 
flowers blooming etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To design our own toy boxes 
using junk modelling resources 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

Uses their increasing knowledge 
and understanding of tools and 
materials to explore their 
interests and enquiries and 
develop their thinking 

To create representations of 
emergency vehicles using junk 
modelling resources combined 
with different tools and 
techniques that we know 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To explore the works of 
Margaret Mee, as we learn about 
Spring, recreating our own 
botanical inspired art using 
photos 
Techniques/Tools/People/Art 

Vocabular 

Develops an 
understanding of using 
lines to enclose a space, 
and begins to use 
drawing to represent 
actions and objects based 
on imagination, 
observation and 
experience 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of 
wild animals 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To create our own 
repeating patterns as we 
look at wild animals such 
as zebras, cheetahs, 
tigers etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

To use playdough and 
enhancements to create 
models of wild animals 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of 
farm animals 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To use playdough and 
enhancements to create 
models of farm animals 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

Uses their increasing 
knowledge and 
understanding of tools 
and materials to explore 
their interests and 

To create 
representations of 
transport using junk 
modelling resources 
combined with different 
tools and techniques that 
we know 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

To draw our own Arctic 
inspired landscapes & 
animals, looking at 
photography captured by 
Paul Nicklen 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

 

 

Develops their own ideas 
through experimentation with 
diverse materials, e.g. 
watercolours, powder paint, to 
express and communicate their 

discoveries and understanding. 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of Earth using 
photos and satellite images 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To explore the works of Vincent 
Van Gogh, as we learn about 
Summer, recreating our own Van 
Gogh inspired art focusing on 
pointillism 
Techniques/Tools/People/Art 
Vocabulary 

To draw/paint our own self-
portraits for our Year 1 teacher 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 



- Hold conversation 
when engaged in 
back-and-forth 
exchanges with 
their teacher and 
peers. 
 

ELG: Speaking 
Children at the 
expected level of 
development will: 
 
- Participate in 
small group, class 
and one-to-one 
discussions, 
offering their own 
ideas, using 
recently introduced 
vocabulary; 
 

ELG: Self-
Regulation 
Children at the 
expected level of 
development will: 
 

Give focused 
attention to what 
the teacher says, 
responding 
appropriately even 
when engaged in 
activity, and show 
an ability to follow 
instructions 
involving several 
ideas or actions 
 

ELG: Managing Self 
Children at the 
expected level of 
development will: 
 
-  Be confident to 
try new activities 
and show 
independence, 
resilience and 
perseverance in 
the face of 
challenge; 

To explore different tools 
for mark-making and 
study the effects they 
create, e.g. pencil 
crayons, wax crayons, 
chalk, pastels etc. 
(ongoing) 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary 

satellite images 
Techniques/Tools/ People/Art 
Vocabulary 

To use different painting 
techniques, e.g. blow painting, 
finger painting, using paint 
scrapers etc., to create our own 
firework inspired images 
Techniques/Tools/Art Vocabulary 

To use different tools and 
materials to create our own 
festive hats, Christmas trees and 
cards etc. Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary/Cultural 

Understanding 

Techniques/Tools/People/Art 
Vocabulary 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of famous 
landmarks that we learn about using 
charcoal, e.g. the London Eye, 
Buckingham Palace, town hall etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary/Architecture/Cultural 

Understanding 

Painting portraits of The Royal Family 
in the style of Richard Stone (Royal 
portrait painter) 
Techniques/Tools/People/Art 

Vocabulary/Cultural Understanding 

Painting images of Chinese dragons as 
we learn about China 
Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary/Cultural Understanding 

Creating Rangoli patterns using chalk 
as we learn about India & celebrations 
such as Diwali Techniques/Tools/Art 
Vocabulary/Cultural Understanding 

Creating our own diva lamps out of 
clay and adding details to them using 
tools and other resources such as 
sequins, glitter, paint etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary/Cultural Understanding 

enquiries and develop 
their thinking 

To use a variety of 
resources (tissue paper, 
card, split pins, glue, cello 
tape etc.) to create our 
own models of sheep, 
horses, pigs etc. 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

To create observational 
drawings/paintings of 
minibeasts 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

To explore design and 
texture as we create our 
own butterfly puppets 
Techniques/Tools/Art 

Vocabulary 

 
We cover the following: 
1. Techniques 2. Tools 3. People 4. Art & Design Vocabulary 5. Architecture 6. Cultural Understanding 


