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Music development plan summary: 
Brackenhill Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-27 

Date this summary was published July 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2027 

Name of the school music lead Erum Basharat 

Name of local music hub  West Yorkshire Music Hub 

Name of other music education organisations Sing Up 

Sparkyard 

Musician of the Month 

Rock Steady 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, extra-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

 

• In EYFS music is not taught in isolation, it is woven throughout everyday 

learning. This includes songs for transitions, maths, English, topic subjects, 

circle time and instruments in outdoor play.  

• The music curriculum for years 1-6 is timetabled weekly (30 minutes for KS1 

and 45 minutes for KS2). 

• Years 1-6 also attend bi-weekly whole-school singing assemblies (20 minutes). 

This includes learning about a range of different musicians (via Musician of the 

Month) and singing a variety of themed songs (via Sparkyard and Sing Up). 

• Music lessons are planned thematically through the foundation curriculum and 

the golden threads to learning are informed by the Model Music Curriculum 

(March 2021): music vocabulary, history and culture, musical elements (the 

interrelated dimensions of music), singing, instrumentation and notation. These 

strands are woven throughout the music lessons of every year group.  
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• In EYFS, children are introduced to words such as “tempo” and “dynamics” 

and they should be able to identify when sounds get faster or louder. In KS1 

children will start to use their own vocabulary to talk about music including 

“pitch” and “duration” and will be able to identify when notes are higher / lower 

and when sounds are longer / shorter. They will also be introduced to rhythm 

and beats through visual cues such as shapes. In LKS2 their vocabulary will 

expand further to include “texture”, “timbre” and “structure” and they will begin 

to use formal stave notation to record compositions. By UKS2 children will be 

familiar with all 7 interrelated dimensions of music and will be able to use 

pitched stave notation to record music.  

• Progression of music knowledge and learning throughout the school is clearly 

outlined in the Subject Overview document available on the school website: 

https://brackenhill.bradford.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Music.pdf 

• In Year 3 children begin to learn to play a musical instrument (recorders) taught 

by a professional musician via West Yorkshire Music Hub. Children who display 

a talent for music (or would benefit from additional instrumental tuition) are given 

the opportunity for continuation lessons in Year 4, learning to play the 

saxophone. 

• Children in UKS2 maintain possession of their recorders in school to use for 

composing opportunities and to continue to develop instrumental skills. 

• To expand the content of the foundation curriculum even further, pupils in years 

1-6 will engage in additional thematic composition lessons linked to their topic 

throughout the year. This ensures opportunities for composing are regularly 

available throughout school, as informed by the report: “Striking the right note: 

the music subject report”, (September 2023). These composing lessons include 

experimenting with different instruments as well as digital compositions and 

provides children with creative opportunities to express themselves through 

music in every year group. 

• Pupils with SEND attend music lessons with the rest of their class. Accessibility 

and inclusivity are ensured through a range of equipment and musical 

instruments (including noise-reducing head phones, percussion instruments, 

pitched percussion and key boards with coloured notes). 

• Children with significant and complex learning needs have access to additional 

musical instruments including sensory percussion instruments and a floor key 

board piano. 

Part B: Extra-curricular music 

 

• Children have the opportunity to learn to play an alternative instrument through 

“Rock Steady”, with lessons taking place weekly during school time. This also 

culminates in termly performances to the whole school and parents. 

https://brackenhill.bradford.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Music.pdf
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• Some pupils are given the opportunity to learn and play the saxophone and are 

offered the opportunity to take the instruments home. 

• We have a School Choir where children are given the opportunity to sing in an 

ensemble. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

Our children at Brackenhill have limited exposure to a variety of experiences in their 

home environments and the local community. This includes music experiences. In order 

to address this, we strive to offer our children as many musical experiences as possible 

to develop their cultural awareness and an appreciation for the arts. 

• All children will perform to an audience in music performances throughout the 

year. 

• Years 1-6 perform in an annual Class Assembly to an audience of parents and 

children from the same phase (KS1, LKS2 and UKS2). 

• All children (EYFS – year 6) perform in the annual Christmas Performance of 

which parents are also invited to attend. 

• Year 6 perform an annual Leavers Performance to the whole school and 

parents. 

• Further opportunities are available throughout the year for children to travel to a 

music venue (such as St. George’s Hall and Bradford Cathedral) and perform to 

a ticketed audience. This includes: Swing Low Big Sing performance and 

opportunities for the school choir to perform within the community at the local 

park.  

• In addition to participating in performances, children will also experience 

professional musicians (Music and Arts Live Concert and an international 

Qawwali group) visiting the school to perform for the children.  

• Collaborative links with local secondary schools are built by arranging 

opportunities for pupils to experience live music performances (such as children 

watching a live music production at Dixons Kings Academy). 

In the future 

• Music vocabulary, including the interrelated dimensions of music (pitch, timbre, 

texture, duration, dynamics, structure and tempo), will continue to be a focus as 

the school enters it’s second year of weekly music lessons. Vocabulary displays 

will be updated to include more examples. 

• Children’s knowledge of composers will increase as they are introduced to new 

musicians through Musician of the Month in bi-weekly singing assemblies. 
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• Opportunities for live performances (whether as an audience or as performers) 

will continue to be a focus to increase the children’s exposure to different 

cultures and genres of music. 

• Staff will continue to benefit from music CPD opportunities, including those 

provided by West Yorkshire Music Hub, external music experts such as Craig 

Lees and those delivered by the school Music Lead. 

• Parental engagement will be a focus through a variety of cultural performances 

throughout the year. 

• SLT and the music lead will review and compare music curriculums, focusing on 

their suitability and support for non-music specialist educators. 

Further information  

• Further information for parents about Rock Steady (our provider for learning an 

alternative instrument) can be found via this link: 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents/ 

• Information about the Musician of the Month programme can be found here: 

https://www.musicianofthemonth.co.uk/_files/ugd/b456e4_eac521f5e5ad4fbca2

b4f18327260b9f.pdf 

• Information about West Yorkshire Music Hub can be found here: 

https://www.bradfordmusiconline.co.uk/site/ 

• The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people 

on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can 

go to for support beyond the school.  

 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents/
https://www.musicianofthemonth.co.uk/_files/ugd/b456e4_eac521f5e5ad4fbca2b4f18327260b9f.pdf
https://www.musicianofthemonth.co.uk/_files/ugd/b456e4_eac521f5e5ad4fbca2b4f18327260b9f.pdf
https://www.bradfordmusiconline.co.uk/site/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

